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the history of this complimentor, who has arrived
long after all the others.

At a time when the prolific virtues of the
father of the five royal children were held in
doubt, there was a wish to bestow a lover on a
lady (the afterwards divorced Queen, banished to
Stettin), who, had they not done so, would have
made bold to have bestowed one on herself. The
care of choosing was committed to the brothers of
the Duke of Brunswick. They descended a little
too low, and in consequence an eye was cast on
Edelsheim, who was publicly enough charged with
this great work. He was afterwards sent to
Paris to execute another commission,1 of which

i Frederick II., dreading the tediousness of the proposed
congress at Augsburg, wished to send a private emissary to
sound the Court of France. For this purpose he chose
Edelsheim as a person, according to the King's account,
least liable to suspicion. The project of Frederick was to
indemnify the King of Poland by robbing the ecclesiastical
Princes of Germany. This the pious Louis XV. rejected.
Edelsheim returned with his answer to Frederick at Frey-
berg, whence he afterwards departed for London, made his
communications, and was once again sent back to Paris, on
pretence that he had left some of his travelling trunks
there ; and the BailH de Froulay, the ambassador of the
Knights of Malta, being persuaded the French were efiec-ond Idren to give no
